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All letter* on builnei* should be ad¬

dressed to "The Sentinel OAce," Wash¬
ington.

FRENCH SPOILATION BILL.
The House, yesterday, passed this bill by a

vote of.yeas 110, nays 7t>. It differs some¬

what from that heretofore passed by the Senate.

THK OHIO PLATFORM. I
We have always expressed a willingness to

open our columns to the explanations of those
whom we have thought proper to oppose, ami
it is, therefore, with pleasure that we publish J
the reply of " An Ohio Democrat" to an edito- I
rial article which appeared on the 19th instant. |
This we do, not only iu justice to the author of I
the reply, and in justice to his cause, but also j
from the deep interest which we feel in pre I
serving in its integrity the Democratic organi¬
zation at the North, as well as at the South. I
It was this last feeling that prompted the
article to which allusion is made, and in that
article we attempted in the mildest manner to I
point out some of the objections which we en

tertained to the Ohio Democratic Platform. J
We are glad to admit the disclaimer of our

correspondent on behalf of the Democracy of
Ohio, and we would be happy to acknowledge I
that we had"fallen into an error in regard to our j
construction of the resolution to which we re- j
ferred. It ia, therefore, in no spirit of an ad- J
vocate, and in no desire for mere triumph in a I
controversy that we feel it our duty to say that I
we see nothing in the explanation to change I
our opinion of the original resolution. f
W e object to that resolution for two reasons. J

Iu the tirst place, if, according to the views of J
our correspondent, nothing more was intended
than to express disapprobation of an existing I
institution of other States.if, as is expressed
by the terms of the subsequent resolution, this I
is a subject with which the State of Ohio lias
nothing to do, and is not a fit question for dis I
cussion by the. Democracy in or out of Con 1
gress, where, we would ask, is the practical
benefit of incorporating such an expression of
opinion in a Democratic platform ? We readily I
admit, in answer to the question of our corres¬

pondent, that we do not expect Northern I
men, however sound their Constitutional prin
ciples, to cherish this institution as we do.
Fully satisfied of the political and social ad
vantages of slaves ourselves, while, of course,

we would prefer a coincidence of sentiment
lrom others, we do not conteud, nor have we

ever contended, that approbation of slavery is
a test of Democratic orthodoxy. Hut, while
this is the case, we do not see the necessity,
when the question is at rest, of again fanning
into a flame the smouldering ashes of a fire
which has recently burnt with such fdry.¦of
again bringing upon the iayis, for dUcusaiou,
a question which has happily been set at rest,
and with which, according to the very declara
tion of this convention, they have nothing to do.
But we object to this resolution again, be

cause, as it stands upon the platform of the
convention, it is unsound in doctrine. It is
unsound because it contemplates the ppssibility
of a future right to interfere; because it implies
that there are cases iu which an interference
with the question is justified by the Constitu¬
tion. And this view of the subject is not merely
an abstract criticism upon language. It has a

practical bearing upon the subject in hand.
How else is it that in the whole series of reso¬

lutions, endorsing as they do every other prin¬
ciple of foreign and domestic policy, there is
not a word said, not a direct pledge given in
relation to the interference of Cougress with
slavery in the Territories, or in the District of
C olumbia. This can scarcely have been an

oversight, because the regulation of slavery in
the fitatts is fully, and we are happy to add,
very soundly considered. If the attention of
the convention was called to this subject, which

n**er, even by the abolitionists in Congress,
been called in question, how is it that the more

practical and therefore important question of
slavery in the Territories escaped their notice?

I/et ns see the practical bearing of this sub¬
ject upon the action of Democratic members
of Congress. It there a word or an expression
in that platform, from the preamble to the last
resolution, which has the slightest reference to

alavery in the Teiritories? A man mav well
Rtand upon this platform, and follow its decla
rations as the guide of his action, and yet vote
for the repeal of the Nebraska Kansas bill.
He may well, in accordance with the princi
plea therein set forth, refuse to the Territory of
Kansas, already peopled with slaveholders, and
being developed by slave labor, admittance into
the I nion. Nay more, he may emancipate the
.laves in that Territory and throw open the
gates to exclusive Northern emigration, for
aught that is forbidden in the platform of the
Ohio Democracy. But it may fce said, and j,
has been urged, that the Baltimore platform of

1862, which was endorsed by the convention,
is a sufficient safeguard against this danger.
Has it been heretofore ? How many members
of the Democratic parly, who stood ii|K>n that

platform, and who supported the nomination*
of the Baltimore convention, have placed a

different construction upon its provisions?
How many have voted against the Nebraska
bill in spile of their faith in the principles of
that platform I If such has been the result in
the pant, let experience declare what gnarantv
we bave in the future, that others standing upon
the ^iLOkf platform may not misconstrue it-

provisions.
Ihfse, then, am onr objections to the reso¬

lutions of the Ohio Democracy. We do not
think they have l«een met by our correspondent.
W e object to them alike for what is there
and for what is there. \\'e object not

only to the elements of the structure, but to
the fact that an unfortunate omisgion has l*en
made.a fissure in the wall.which is danger¬
ous lo the safety of the whole building.

The Mew Hteam Frigates.The six M^-an,
Inhale* ordered IhM yrar t>)UL'origre«« lo l>. added
to oin- naval tore*** bear ifie names of ait of our

Jxr{ie*i river*, and are all in proeena of oonatruc-
lion si the several uavy-ya*ds, .« follows ; At Nor
I 4k.the Roanoke and Colorado, nt WaxhinRton
»tie M«ni»«-soia ; at Philadelphia, tiie Wabash at
New ^ octr, Itw Niagara ; and a» Boston, the Mer
rttnarir.

IHCRKAHIC OV THK COMPEBISATIOS
OK OPFICUKSi OV T11K UOVKRN-
HBIf.
The New Orleans Bulletii», of January 15th,

has a very sensible ami well-considered article
on the bill introduced by Senator Badger, of
North Carolina, for the increase of the com¬

pensation of Judges of the Supreme Court of
the Uuited States and of the members of Con
gress. After complimenting Senator Badger
on the ability of his speech, the Bulletin pro
ceeds to say : u As Senator Badger is about
retiring from public life, this move to benefit
those who will succeed him, as well as his
brother members, is as graceful as it is well
timed. We fully agree with the distinguished
Senator, that the salaries of judges, as well as
the per diem of Congressmen, should be in¬
creased. Indeed, we regret he did not make
his bill more comprehensive, and include in it
most of the officers of the government, from
'President down. The salary of the President
should be at least doubled. The nuembers of
the cabinet should be paid twice as much as

they now receive; and sixteen dollars a day is
not too much for Representatives and Senators.

" We are as strongly in favor of ecouomy as

any of our contemporaries, but we are wholly
opposed to starvation salaries, on grounds both
of principle and expediency. This country is
amply able to pay its employees sufficient sala
ries, not only to support them, but to enable
thein to lay op something for a rainy day, and
to provide for the exigencies and infirmities of
age. We would not wish that they should
make fortunes out of the public treasury, but
they should be paid such liberal sums as would
suffice to prevent the necessity of drawing up¬
on their private resources. Eight dollars a

day will not pay the expenses of a member of
Congress and his family. Washington is a

dear place to live in."
The Bulletin continues : "Then,* again, we

maintain that low salaries are anti-republican.
that they are calculated to build up the pal-
trscstaud meanestorder of aristocracy thatexists
in any enlightened nation upon earth.an aris¬
tocracy of dollars and dimes exclusively. No
strictly scrupulous poor man can support him¬
self and family in Washington on eight dollars
a day."
The Bulletin is correct in the view it takes.

What is the use of saying to the people, you
have the right to be chosen Representatives.
Senators, Presidents and Judges, il you deny
them the actual power and possibility of hold
ing these offices by reason of the inadequacy of
the compensation. It may amuse the vulgar
mind with the idea and the semblance of free¬
dom, while actual and odious checks are im¬
posed on freedom.

Again says the Bulletin: "But to return to
Senator Badger's bill. There is little doubt
the salaries he proposes to increase were amply
sufficient in those good,old patriotic days, when
wants were few, and when the indispensable*
of life were plentiful and prices low. But, it
should be remembered, times have changed,
and two dollars will hardly buy what one dollar
would then. Rcnls have quadrupled, and
everything else has doubled in W ashington.
These are stubborn facts; and we are firmly
persuaded that, as soon as the people reflect
over them, they will applaud the movement ot
the Seuator from North Carolina, and justify
their Representatives and Senators in sanction
in? it.

POLYGAMY IN UTAH#
A republic is remarkable above all other gov¬

ernments for one evil as it is for many bless¬
ings. There is scarcely a new question which
arises that does not l>econ»e the theme of loud
denunciation, the object of praise on the one

hand and abuse on the other.the baltle-
ground on which are arrayed the formidable
hosts of hostile parties. Scarcely has the war j
of slavery died away, before that of foreign in-
fluence has commenced. Man's rights are

vehemently maintained in (he assemblages of
pestilent agrarians; and Woman's rights as

vehemently in the conventions assembled un-

der the "influence of Lacy Stone and Antoi-
nette Browne.if not more silently, but as de¬
cidedly asserted in the private domain of a

Caudle bed-chamber. Temperance Associa-
tions have thundered their denunciations
against private indigencies, and moral Mu¬
tual Assurance Societies have controlled indi-
vidual enterprise in the distribution of chari¬
ties. Compol?ory free echouh education has
usurped the place of private parental instruc- I
tion, and joint stock philanthropy suggesting
u flannel waistcoats and moral pocket handker-
chiefs" for the sable heathen of Africa, is sub
stituted in the stead of individual benevolence
for the "(I reeks at our doors." This curious
state of things springs from excessive republi¬
canism.as the flowers brightest in their hues
but most poisonous in their qualities abound
wh«re the sun is the most glaring and the soil
the most fertile. I

It is not surprising that in the long list of
these extravagant vagaries, ihe system of po
lygatny among our modern Mormon citiwns
should have excited the warm displeasure of
these universal reformers. We find it made a

serious ground of objection to the admission
of ('tab a* a State, that her citizens in their
admiration for women should have desired and
obtained a soperabnndant quantity of that blesn-
ing. (Jravc editors have condescended to ob-
jeel to an alliance with a State which acknow¬
ledges in bef law the right, and enjoins in Iter
religion the duty of a plurality of wives. We
believe, indeed, that it lias Ixen actu ally con¬
tended that it is in direct antagonism to the
Constitution.not of man, but of the United
States. What is the ground of such an asser¬

tion we are at a loss to discover, unless indeed
it is in contravention of the preamble of that in¬
strument, which recites as one of the chief ob¬
jects of its formation the necessity of a more per
fed union. Hut even this would b* An inauHicienf
argument with Young America who con tends
that the larger the number of meml»ers of a con

federation ihe more perfect and conservative is
the union. The opposition inn»t l>e therefore
based upon the admitted principle tn our Gov¬
ernment, that man is enable of self govern
ment, a boon which be could scarcely possess if
beset with the cares, tormented with the advice,
or trammeled by the contiol of a doren wires.

lie this as it may, it is certain that such vio¬
lent opposition does exist j and we apprehend
as great an ebullition of sympathy for the Mor¬
mon husband, when Utah applies for admission
as a State, as for the unfortunate slave, whose
condition has been the cause of so many croc-

odilo tears, whenever application has been made
for the admission of other Territories into the
Union. Now, lor oar owu part, we have but
few principles to guide us, but they are of gen¬
eral application. We think that, in the gov¬
ernment of liuinan affairs, the fewer the great
controlling principles which enter into that
government the better." We are in politics
what, many scientific men are in chemistry.
We believe that almost every ramification and
variety of effect may be resolved into a few
cardinal and elementary principles. At the
risk, then, of creating a smile at our expense
from soiue of the violent opposers of our doc¬
trines, we express our belief that States-rights
should control in this as in other domestic in¬
stitutions. Cod forbid that we should compare
the marital allegiance of an obedient spouse
to the institution of slavery; for much as we

admire the latter institution in its political and
social bearings, we have been taught to con¬
sider the servitude of a married man as much
more delightful, though equally binding. But
we do, in all seriousuess, mean to contend that
the institution of marriage is pre eminently an

object of State government; and, while we

would lament the error into which our Mormon
friends have fallen, aud weep, with true cos¬

mopolite sympathy over its resulting misfor¬
tunes, we would never make such an institution
a serious ground of objection to the Union ol
the fair young Utah of the western wilds with
that insatiate old polygamist Uncle Sam.

TUB PEACE PROPOSALS.
We make the following extracts from the

Paris Correspondent of the London Times,
under date of January 11th:

V The number of those who do not believe in
the sincerity of the Emperor Nicholas, nor in
the probability of a speedy peace, has not
diminished. Uiere are few who do not de¬
sire peace, but there are many who think, per¬
haps erroneously, that it is still far from us.
The treaty of alliance between France and
England disavows all idea of any personal ad
vantage or territorial aggrandisement, and
proclaims their sole desire to be to secure the
peace of the world for the future. It peace be
possible on conditions that can be accepted
frankly and loyally, we may be certain that
the obstacle will not proceed from the West,
nor from the powers who now defend the ill-
interests of Europe. Hut the question is,
whether those conditions now exist.

Is it probable or possible that the Czar, so
intractable and so haughty only a few days
ago, is now prepared to accept without re¬
serve the conditions demanded of him by
the allied powers? All the dispatches that
have reached us for some days past, and
which there is no reason to regard as other¬
wise than correct, in substance or in detail,
aswerin the affirmative. Prince Uortschakoff,
even before the expiration of the delay that
had been accorded to him by the allied pow¬
ers, has intimated to the representatives of
France and England that his master adhered
in principle to the four guarantees, and to the
interpretation which they had received in the
conference of the 28th of December, with the
exception of some slight modifications; and
he at once demanded the opening of negotia¬
tions to treat and settle all the points in dis¬
pute.

"Thus, then, Russia most suddenly and most
unexpectedly accepts, at least in appearance,
what she declared unacceptable and devoid of
all reason only a few days previous. The guar¬
antees to which no objection is now made were
declared in the very last circular of Count Nes-
selrode to be utterly incompatible with the dig-
uity of the Czar, and opposed to the interest
and views of his Uoverninent. This is passing
strange ; and it is this very strangeness that

ovory one. With this a»Ujuiahrnent
is joined a mistrust, involuntary but insur¬
mountable, of the sincerity of Russia.
*****

"We kn<»w the value of time to Russia. It is
her interest to continue her efforts to prevent
Prussia from adhering to the alliance of 'id
of December, and to prevent the defensive
treaty now existing between Austria and the
maritime Powers from Incoming an offensive
one. But whatever be the schemes of Russia,
or whatever her failure or success, the heroic
struggle which is now going on in the Crimea
will not be discontinued for a day. Russia will
not have time to accumulate on that point
great forces and new elements of resistanre.
(ireat military operations and pacific negotia¬
tions will now for the first time be carried 011

concurrently. In such a case as the present,
successes in the fiefd of battle are the most
powerful and most decisive arguments that can
bi employed in the deliberations of plenipo¬
tentiaries.''

" TilK INURAT1TOOK OP MOSAH-
CHIKR.''

The London Times has the following bitter
article on the subject of "The Ingratitude of
Monarchies."
Arriral Hack in Knyland of a load of

Wirumled Soldier* from the Crimea.The
Heroes of Alma, Inkermann, and Halaklaca.
On Tuesday last, the Himalaya arrived at

Portsmouth, and after a delay of 24 hours
ranged alongside the jetty, and began to unload
her melancholy cargo of sick and wounded-
the shakon and mutilfcted remnants of the
heroes of Alma, Inkermann, and Balaklava.
it must have Ixen in it?elf a touching and
moving sjiectnclc, such as the sternest nature
could scarcely witness without pity. Here were
men who, exposed to every hardship, and urged
on by no incentive but a feeling of honor and
devot ion, by the mere effort of unconquerable
will and unflinching hardihood, had saved our

army from destruction and onr country from
disaster, and what now was left of this tre¬
mendous infantry, this ,gallant and dashing
cavalry? Armless, eyeleas, footless, as onr cor
respondent describes them rent with shot or

shell, pierced by bayonets and hacked by sabres,
they staggered on, supporting each other in
thi mi Kin ln.lv march, till tliey efoud one
more on that wred soil which had sent them
forth to conquer, and which might almost Ihi
supposed to throb under the feet of its returning
protectors.
They came; but who was there to welcome

them T Kvery body knows that Portsmonth
swarms with officials, naval and military, and
that if the Queen had been lauding from
Osborne instead of our helpless and crippledooldicis from the Crimea, there would not have
beeu wanted one of the tale to sw«ll the un¬

meaning pompt and idle ceremony. We should
havo had the Admiral .Superintendent, the Port
Admiral, the Lieutenant Governor, and a host
of other officials whose titles it is not worth
now recording, as none of them could find time
to attend to this ordinary duty of hospitalityand humanity, or to set- that the noble freightof the Himalaya was received wilh all honor,all gratitude, and all tenderneits. The officials
were not there, although they received twenty-four hours' notice, and the disembarkation was
left to be effected by the invalids themselves,
with such aid as the crew of the steamer could
afford them, Put there is one class of officials
never wanting to the duty of saluting an Eng¬
lishman on his return to his native land. If
the Generals and Admirals were wanting, the
Custom House officers were not.
They were there to examine the baggage of

the wounded soldiers, laudably anxious that no
tingle pound of tobacco should escape Its con¬
tribution to the revenue and afford an untaxed
solace to the miserable hours of sickness or
convalescence. The search was conducted on
the open jetty, and until it was conclnded no

soldier or officer was allowed to leave the spot.
They Hat and crouched as best they might in
the bleak January afteru^jpy those sbiveriug
and mutilated relics of (fee sjiong and the brave,
and pondered, doubtless,^ith thoughts too bit¬
ter for words, on the welcome which the coun¬

try for which they had given all extended to
them in return. There irery no ambulances,
no stretches; there was t# one -io care for
them, or lo conduct them to their ullotted home,
until, at last, after the matter seemed almost
desperate, help came in the shame of omnibuses
for those who could sit, and stretches for those
who could not; and the miserable scene was
thus brought to a tardy end. With such a spe¬
cimen of Portsmouth, it were vain indeed to
waste criticism or indignation on the miseries
of Balaklava or Scutari. How has war already
hardened our hearts and deadened our sympa¬
thies ! Si* months ago we were met with the
most violent disclaimers wjien our correspon¬
dent asserted that our troops were ill-fed and ill-
cared for on their arrival at the wild and remote
shore of Gallipoli, and now, such a scene as we
have described can pass at <uir principal sea¬

port and arsenal without comment, and almost
without notice.

Singularly enough, 011 the very day on which
this account appeared, a contemporary pub¬lished a letter irom the Queen to Mrs. Herbert'
most honorable to the feelings of her majesty,
and calculated to sooth miseries and alleviate
the sufferings of her wounded soldiers and
sailors. The Queen requests to be furnished
with details of the woundpd.moro interesting
to her than to any one. ITer majesty begs
that these poor noble men should bo told of her
interest and feeling for their sufferings, and her
admiration of their couarage and heroism.
She knows the value of her sympathy, and she
is anxious it may not be withheld.

Yesterday her majesty passed through Ports¬
mouth on her way to Osborne, and those who
could find no time to welcome her wounded
soldiers home, attended on her arrival with
their usual punctuality. Had she asked the
gentlemen who surrounded her on the station
with the keys of the fortress where they were
when her poor invalids landed from the Hima¬
laya, tho question might, perhaps, have ob¬
tained for the next draught of invalids that
shall arrive a reception more in harmony with
their merits towards us and the enthusiastic
gratitude of the country towards them.
Her majesty has broken through official re¬

serve in order to testify in the most signal man¬
ner the warmth of the feeling which unites the
Sovereign of this country to the men to whom
our defense is entrusted. It would be highly
gracious in her, and at any rate it is the bounden
duty of her ministers, so to notice the recent
scenes at Portsmouth as effectually to provide
for the humane and careful reception of the
next cargo of human misery ^vhich the blast
of war may Hing upon the coast of England.

FOllKIGN EXTRACTS.
THE CZAR ON STABBING THE WOUNDED.

The Jouriuil J)e St. Petersburg of December
29, contains n vindication of the ltimiun sol¬
diers from the charge of cruelty to the wounded
French and English, which thus concludes:

il These facts, if they did take place, ought
for the rest to be attributed to the exasperation
produced in our troops by the conduct of the
allied armies. Let us not forget that the IIus-,
ttian soldier is defending his own soil, his
hearth audaciously invaded by foreigners,
allied to the enemies of Christianity, by ad¬
versaries who respect neither churches, nor

convents, nor holy bells, and that these crimes
are in bis eyes so many deeds of sacrilege that
kindle his vengeance. We must not conceal
from ourselves the fact that the sacking of the
Church of Chersonesus, that ancent temple,
witnessed by our soldiers from the bastions of
Sebiistopol has justly exasperated them. The
resistance of a people attacked in objects most
sacred, most dear to its heart, in its religion
as well as its homes, often assumes a fierce
nature by acquiring proportions that are those
of the situation, Besides, why not cite also
tho oonducl of our enemiee 'I Why not nay,
for instance, that during the battle of the twen¬
ty fourth (Nov. [>) the Anglo-French sharp¬
shooters, unable to resist the collision of our

bayonets, threw themselves on the ground
under the pretence of being wounded, but as
soon us onr gallant band had passed, stood up
again for the purpose of firing bullets at their
legs. Acts of this sort, such as we have just
instanced, would amply explain the exaspera¬
tion of the Russian soldier.

" For the rest, let us, in finishing, remind
our readers that, if onr adversaries are pleased
to accuse us of cruelty, their own prisoners do
lis tatter justice. The chiefs of the allied
armies have received irrefragable proofs of
this truth.

I.ORD RAG (.AN IN THE FRENCH CAMP.
The Mvniteur <le VArmec publishes the fol¬

lowing Extract of a letter, dated before Sebas-
topol, 19th ultimo:

u Lord Kaglan came this morning to our

headquarters. He is a good rider, and does
not appear to feel the want of the arm which he
left at Waterloo. He looks well, has a good
color, with the beard a little gray. He came
without any ceremony, wearing a cap covered
with oilskin. The Knglish are the most free
and easy people we know. The following,
whieh occurred under our eyes, will appear per¬
haps scarcely credible. In the trencnes they
lignt a fire, make their tea, and then, sitting
down on the back of the trench, quietly smoke.
The sentinel now and then goes and looks over
the parapet, and if he sees nothing, he comes
down again amongst his comrades. A shell
falls, bat no one takes any notice of it. If one
of the party should t>e hit, two of his comrades
rifle up and carry him nwaj* with the greatest
coolness; the others do no^btir. With us we

are careful /iot to make any fire. We suffer
more in the trenches from this cirt(instance,
but we have less casualties, as the smoke of a
fire forms a good mark for the enemy's batte¬
ries. The engineers continue to surround Se¬
biistopol with their tren< hes, which are now at
ninety metres from the place. It is at this dis¬
tance that the third itarallel is placed. We are

prepared to establihh ourselves by main force
in Flagstsff bastion as soon as the English nr-

tillery shall be ready In sup|>ort ours in silenc¬
ing the cross fire of the enemy.''

roXiri.AINTP AliAINST LQID RAdt.AN.

Everywhere you go the officers complain of
Lord Italian that he is never seen amongst
them and knows nothing of their wants and suf
feriltgs. They also say very plainly that, he is
no general; that all our victories have been
gained by the pluck of the men, but that hede ''

serves no credit except for personal bravery ;
whenever there is a fight he exposes himself
rather too much, Ac. As a rule, the onicers
complain far more than the men, but all are
anxious to 1>r home apain. A lieutcnant-colo-
nel of an infantry regiment told me that, he
would lie tatter off sweeping a crossing in Lon-
don than in commnnd of a regiment here. On
Sunday a captain of the 17th Lancers came
down to our ship with another oflWr, and I
saw them trudging home through the mud to
the camp, earrying a ham on their shoulders,
ftiid a tin of soup and Ipoiiiflir under each arm.
J have been just talking to an officer who ha.s
taen at the Alma and all the other fightt, and
he said it was jusl the brute foroe and pluck of
the men that won all the battles. iMany of the
regiments, his amongst the number (the 77th,)
charged at the Alma without any orders. Brig-
adier-(ieneral Pendefather is here in the town,
just recovering from an attack of cholera. He
is much liked ; so is Sir Colin Campbell and
General Sir L>e Lacy Evans. But the last has
gone home-

The Hen Edward ftatc*, of Missouri, lia«
declined being a randidale /or United Stn|es Sen-
aler fropi MiMoqri, though urgently requested to
allow (hp u»e of hi* nnme by ¦ nninl>er ol Wing*. I

Co mmunit at »>1
For the WasLiuglou ben*net

Messrs. Editors: I bnve seen an editorial'
article in your paper of the 19th instant, un¬
der the heading of MThe Ohio Democracy,"
relative to the resolution* adopted by the Dem¬
ocratic State Convention which assembled at
Columbus, Ohio, on the Hlh January instant, in
which, iu my opiuiou, you place an erroneous
Construction on one of the resolutions adoptedby that convention, and which, in as much as
these resolutions have been "the subject of
free and general comment," I feel b»und to
correct.

In the article referred to, after having com¬
mented on various of the resolutions embraced
in the Platform, and, with but one exception,
endorsed and applauded the sentiments and
principles contained therein, you go on to say:
"The declaration contained iu these resolu¬

tions that they will use 'all power clearly given
by the terms of the national compact to prevent
the increase of slavery and finally to eradicate
the evil,' is equivalent to the declaration that
there is in the national compact a clear grant
of power for the purpose.and that such grant
khe Democracy of Ohio desire to exercise.
Now, against such an opinion and announce¬
ment as this, we enter our solemn protest, a

protest founded on the resolutions of the con¬
vention themselves."
There are two resolutions upon the subject of

slavery, and so intimately connected with each-
other that they should be taken together, in
order to a correct understanding of the senti¬
ments contained in them. They are as fol¬
lows :

" Resolved, That the people of Ohio, now, as

they have always done, look upon slavery as
an evil, and unfavorable to the development
of the spirit and practical benefits of free insti¬
tutions ; and that entertaining these sentiments,
they will at all times feel it to be their duty to
use all power clearly given by the terms of the
national compact, to prevent its increase, to
mitigate, and finally to eradicate the evil; but
be it further

" Resolved, That the Democracy of Ohio do
at the same time fully recognize the doctrine
held by the fathers of the Republic, and still
maintained by the Democratic party in all the
States, that to each State belongs the l ight to
adopt and modify its own municipal laws, to
regulate its own internal affairs, to hold and
maintain an equal and independent sovereignty
with each and every State, and that upon these
rights the National Legislature can neither
legislate nor encroach."
Now, I beg leave to say to you, that the in¬

terpretation you put on the first of the above
resolutions, that " the declaration contained in
these resolutions that they will use all power
clearly given by the terms of the national com¬

pact, to prevent the iucrease of slavery and
dually to eradicate the evil, is equivalent to a
declaration that there is in the national com¬

pact a clear grant of power for the purpose.
and that such a grant the Democracy of Ohio
design to exercise," is entirely unauthorized by
either the language or spirit of the resolutions,
and directly contrary to the well settled con¬
struction and understanding of the same in
Ohio.
The first resolution contains simply the de¬

claration of a sentiment entertained by the
" People of Ohio,*' in common with the people
of the Northern States, that they "look upon
slavery as an evil;" and that "entertaining
these sentiments, they will, at all times, feel it
to be their duty to use all power clearly given
by the terms of the national compact, to pre¬
vent its increase, Jtc." Upon the subject of
slavery, in the abstract, this is, undoubtedly,
the " sentiment"' of the " people of Ohio."
But this language cannot, certainly, be "equiv¬
alent to a declaration that there is in the na¬
tional compact a clear grant of power for the
purpose, and thai such a grant tne Democracy
of Ohio design to exercise." The interpreta¬
tion uniformly given to this resolution has
Ijeen that, although the people of Ohio " look
upon slavery as an evil," yet they will not use,
or seek to use, any doubtful power over the
subjcct; that they will refrain from any at¬
tempt to cxcrcise such power, unless it be
" clearly given." But, as to whether or not
such power is " clearly given," no opinion is
expressed, nor is any such opinion fairly de-
ducible from the language contained in the
resolution. The resolution next following, and
which, indeed, forms a part of the preceding
one, does go on ty define, distinctly, the posi¬
tion of the " Democracy ot Ohio," as to the
question of power; and in it are contained
most emphatic declarations of exclusive State
authority over the subject of slavery.the sov¬

ereignty of each and every State, its right to
regulate its own internal affairs, to adopt nnd
modify its own municipal laws, and that "uponthese rights the National Ijegixlattut can neither
legislate nor encroach."

TboHe resolutions are not, as you would seem
to suppose, of recent origin in Onio. They be¬
long to ft series which were adopted in 184H,
and have been continued, by each successive
convention, up till, and including the last one,
without question. At the last convention,
however, several nnr resolutions were adopted,
more particularly defining the position of the
Democracy of Ohio with reference to the pres¬
ent exigencies, as follows :

" lletolxxtl, That the Democracy of Ohio are
attached to the Union of (he .States, and to the
Constitution, in which are expressed the prin
ciples and the compromise* upon the faith of
which the Union was originally established,
and by a strict adherence to which alone that
Union can be preserved; and they denounce,
as dangerous to the peace and liberties of the
country, all attempts to organize political par¬ties with reference to geographical or sectional
distinctions.

* Itcjolval, That this convention, in behalf of
the Democracy of Ohio, hereby aflirin the
platform of resolutions adopted at the NationalDemocratic Convention which assembled at
Baltimore in June, 18.V2, as a clear and dis¬
tinct declaration of our political principles." Itetofvedj That we demand from the Demo¬
cratic majority in Congress.

"1st. A revision of the tariff" of 1846 with
the double purpose of reducing the amount of
revenue, and excluding the principle of boun¬
ties t/» special intereHt*.

"2d. Co-operation, hy efheient measures, in
the restoration to the States of the eonstitu
tional currency ot gold and silver.

"3d. Hostility to a general system of Internal
Improvement; in accordance with the principlesexpressed in the recent veto message of the
Executive; but a just and impartial application within the limits contemplated by the Con¬
stitution, for liftlte and Kiver Improvements,
as well as for the harbors of the Atlantic and
Pacific coasts.
" Jth. Uncompromising hostility to anyattorn ptof the European powers to establish colonies

on, or to extend their political systems over,
any part of this continent or the islands adja¬
cent thereto.

".'ith. The acquisition and annexation to our
Union of Cuba and the Sandwich Inlands, at
the earliest moment consistent with our na¬
tional honor, and the securing of a passage
across the Jsfhtpng for onr commcrce in peaceand our armies in war.

" Jtesoleed, In the language of thoContinental
Congreas, adopted forty days after the I>eclara-
tion of Independence, that " It is a wise policyto extend the protection of our laws to all who
"Jlhall settle among lift, of whatever nation or
religion they may be, and to admit them to a

participation of the benefits of civil and reli¬
gious freedom"- that we therefore proclaimthe language of Jefferson as our party creed,
to wit: ''Equal and exact justice to all men,of whatever state or persuasion, religious or
politicaland we hereby reiterate the deten¬
tion of successive Democratic National Con¬
ventions, from 1837 to 1852, namely: "That

[the literal principles embodied by Jefferson in
Mfturutiou of Independence and sane-

tion^Hf the Constitution, which makes ours
the laird of liberty and the Asylum of the op
pressed of every nation, have ever been cardi¬
nal principles in the Democratic faith; and
every, attempt to abridge the privilege of be¬
coming citizens and the owners of the soil
among us, ought to be resisted with the same

spirit which swept the alien and sedition laws
from out statute books.

"Rtpohcd, That wo recognize in the Demo¬
cratic administrations, State and National,
faifflful, consistent, and patriotic auxiliaries in
the above and kindred measures of Democratic-
policy, and therefore worthy of the confidence
and support ol every democrat."

I submit, then,^fessrs. Editors, that the con¬
struction you put on the resolution referred to
is not warranted by the resolution, itself, and
totally irreconcilable with the spirit of the re¬

maining resolutions. Take them all in all,
they are instinct with pure States-rights doe-
trine; they declare attachment to " the Union
of the States nnd to the Constitution, in which
are expressed the principles and the compro¬mises upon the faith of which the Union was
originally established, and by a strict adherence
to which alone that Union can be preserved;''
they "denounce, as dangerous to the peace aud
liberties of the country all attempts to organize
political parties with reference to yeographical
or sectional distinctions;" they endorse the
platform adopted at the National Democratic
Convention assembled at Baltimore in 1852, as
a clear and distinct declaration of onr political
principles;" and, therefore, thus standing upon
the "Constitution of the Union and all its
compromises," occupy a position eminently na¬
tional and conservative, such as cannot be im¬
pugned, unless you are prepared to say that
the question of slaverv, in the abstract, whether
it be an "evil" or a "blessing," should b<? mado
a test of Democratic orthodoxy. That no such
test is denied by you, I feel well assured; and
equally so that, if it were attempted to be made,
it would be unhesitatingly repudiated by the
Democracy of Ohio.

It is not denied that our people are anti-
slavery in sentiment.that they entertain views
similar to those entertained by General Cass
and other distinguished Democratic statemen
of the north who have long and maufully bat¬
tled for the constitutional rights ofour Southern
brethren. But, when it is remembered that
our State has been the theatre of the most
shameless and unprincipled coalitions of Whigs
aud Abolitionists, with all other factions and
isms of every grade and color, including the
secret order of " Know-nothings," all mixed
iuto one conglomerated li Fusion," for the pur¬
pose of defeating the Democracy, and have tem

porariljr succeeded in obtaining the asceudency,
it does seem to me that the men and the
party who can thus emerge from defeat, unter-
ifiedly announce in the strong and emphatic
language already quoted, their firm adherence
to sound constitutional doctrines.denouncing
the attempt of these fanatical agitators to or¬

ganise " political parties upon geographical or
sectional distinctions as dangerous to the peace
and liberties of the country," thus.evincing the
most heroic devotion to principle, in the hour
of adversity.may well challenge the admira¬
tion of their political brethren in every section
of tie Union.

AN OHIO DEMOCRAT.

The Joint Contutlaalon on Kngllnh and
American Claims.

This commission, which has been in session
in London since June last, was to have con¬
cluded its business on the 10th inst. General
Thomas, the solicitor for U. S. claimants, re¬
turned home in the Pacific. By the provisions
of the convention, all claims against either
government, arising out of any transaction
siuce the treaty of Ghent up to the 15th of June
last, might be submitted for the decision of the
commissioners, and whether submitted or not,
are henceforth buried. From a London letter
in the New York Ibat, wo notice that awards
were made in a number of cases in favor of
American citizens against the British govern¬
ment; and that in the case of several fishing
vessels the United States construction of the
treaty of 1818 was sustained on an appeal to
the umpire. Claims for Texas and Florida
bonds were rejected. The sum of $11»,000 was
allowed J. W. Neal and others, for their 6laves,
liberated on board the brig Enterprise, which
put into Bermuda owing to stress of weather.
The sum of $1G,0(K) was also awarded for

slaves liberated on being forced into th/^ Baha¬
mas. The owners of the brig Crioli, which also
put into the Bahamas with slaves on board in
a state of mutiuy, were awarded $112,LIG, in
consequence of their liberation. The claim of
the Messrs. Lawr«>ntfl was disallowed. It was
for damages for the seizure by General #rott
and confiscation of a debt alleged to be due
them to the Mexican government, as the pur¬
chase money of real estate in the city of Mexico,
of which they were afterwards dispossessed by
judgment of the Mexican courts. The J'ost's
correspondent says:"The British claims were vastly more numer¬
ous, and although many of them have been
righted, yet, so far as the decisions have trans¬
pired, the amount of the awards to each govern¬
ment appears to be nearly equal. The British
government entirely jwrverta-d the commission
from its original design, and presented every
conceivable claim, and pressed all with eijual
pertinacity. It is the English rule in contro¬
versies with foreign governments to claim more
than they believe to be due.".Haliimort Sun.

Arctic Calamity.
The grand jury made a presentment on

Saturday morning, in the U. S. Court, at New
York, in the ease of the Arctic, netting forth
the facts relative to the loss of that vowel, and
presenting the following recommendations:

First. That every steamship or sailing vessel
should have a boat for every fifty passengers,
of a size thirty-six feet in length, and eight feet
brant, with sails attached, which boats should
be numbered. That they should be respectively
called: first, the captain's boat; second, the
chief mate's boat; third, the second mate's boat;
fourth, the third mate's boat; fifth, the fourth
mate's boat; sixth, the chief engineer's boat;
seventh, the purser's boat; eighth, the carpen¬ter's boat; and so on in proportion to the num¬
ber of officers on boa^d ot steamships or sailing
vessels. v

And, in order to prevent confusion, the
sailors and those employed on board such
vessels, should )>e severally assigned to the
different boats, with the numlier of the boat in
some conspicuous place on their person. That,
every person purchasing a passage should be
furnished with a ticket, on which the number
of the boat to which he should be appointed is
designated.

Second, That the Engineer's departmentshould be Vinder the immediate command of
the captaiu of the ship.Third, I hat iuosiuueh as from the evidence
before us, it was proved conclusively that very
often embarrssment exists in the minds of the
officers of Bhips in meeting vessels at sea, or in
harbors, as to the direction to be pursued by
them, soma more definite instructions to that
point should lie furnished by authority.It was stated that by the law of (treat Britain,
in a ease similar to the above it would have
been the dnty of those in command of the
Arctic to have ported the helm. The witnesses
disagreed as to the propriety of "the course to
be pursued in thin instance, and it would seem
that neither those having charge of the Vesta
or Arctic, were guided by any established rule
of conduct suitable to the emergency then pre¬sented.

l'ftrge Verdict..The jury in the HvprrmeCourt, lit lloKton, lu the cnte ot Miss Kmtnons,
*g"in*t the city, for damatfes received by foilingthrough a coal hole on the sidewallr, gave a vrr-.
diet in favor of the nlnintifi, and fixed the dtmafrea
M $-1,000.

TUB IBOONO KXHllfflOK OF TIfIC
1 METROPOLITAN MlCCUANlCft' IHKT1.
TUTK, %

For the Promotion and Encouragement oj
Manufacture*, Commerce, ui.d the Mechanic
and Useful Attn,

WILL be opened hi the City of Washington,
on Thursday, I lie Sth day of February, 1854

in the iirw and splendid Hall of the Siuithsoiuan
Institution, whic h ix one of the most magnificent
room» in the United State*.
To this Exhibition the Manufactures, Mechan¬

ics, Artists, Inventors, and all others desiring lo
di»iilay the remits of their lal>or, skill, ingenuity,
and tasle, from all portions of the Union, are cor

diully invited lo contribute.
1 he Machinery Department will be under ihe

charge ofa special Siiperinieudent. Steam power,
fixtures, labor, Arc., will lie given free of expense*

All intending lo exhibit are requested to give
notice at us early a day as possible, floods should
be accompanied with a proper invoice.

1 lie ooinmittee, therefore, feel that, in inviting
contributions from all portions of the Uuion to the

> Skco^h Exhibition ok thk Mktrohoi.itan Mk-

I'lss'n'ru'rKi <hey are offering to the pro-
ductVol excellent articles n valuable opportunity
of making known to the whole country their nov¬
elty and utility, the superior style of their work¬
manship, and their adaptation to the purposes for
which they may be intended.
They would respectfully solicit from the Ladiks-

those specimens of elegant handiwork, which
heretofore have formed so attractive and import¬
ant a feature of these displays. It is proposed lo
submit all such contributions to a Committee ol
Ladies, and to uward to articles of merit, premi
uins ol'jewelry, Arc., suited to the tastes of the
fair exhibitors.

J he Hall will l>e opened for tiie reception of
Goods, on Monday, the 29lh day of January, and
on the evening of Thursday, the Stli of February,
nt 7 o'clock, the Exhibition will be torinally opened
lor the reception of visiters, and continue open
about four weeks.
No article deposited after Saturday ni^ht, 3d ol

February, cau be entered upon the Judges' Lists
Ior competition or premium, except such as the
Committee shall be satisfied were dispatched from
a distance in time to have reached the Hall by
that day, but failed to arrive from unavoidable de¬
tention.

Articles designed for exhibition only, will be re¬
ceived free of charge, until Tuesday night, Gth ol
February, at 10 o'clock; after which time, depos¬
itors will be subject to a charge of from<fi0 cents
to SI for each artiple deposited.
A prentices and minors, who contribute articles

of their own make or invention, shull specify their
age, and the time they may have served ut their
business.

All articles deposited lor competition and pre¬
mium inusl be of American manufacture, con¬

spicuously labelled with appropriate names ; the
name of the maker and inventor, (if known,) and
the name ol tire depositor; a copy ol which lal>ej
must be. furnished the clerk nt the time of bringing
the goods for entry on the record. Prices may be
affixed, or nol, at the option of the exhibitor.

Depositors, at the time of entry, will receive a

ticket of title lo their goods, which ticket will also
admit them to the Exhibition at all times when
open to the public.
N. B..Goods should be addressed as follows
h r/itkutoil of th-f. Alflmpo/ilau Altchauir&' Insti¬

tute, Washington, D. C.," and should have the na¬
ture o( llie articles, and the name of the party
sending llie^i, distinctly marked on the packages.
They should also be nccompunied by a detailed
invoice.

Circulars, containing detailed instructions, will
be forwarded, and any information given, on ap¬
plication to t he Corres|>ouding Secretary, to whom
all Communications on the business of the Insti¬
tute should Im* addressed.
Oct .11.3tawGw.

HISTORY
OP DEMOCRACY 1NJTHE UNITED STATES.
By (It* Author of the Republic of the

United Slates, Ac»

THIS important work is now in press, the fir«t
volume of which will be issued early ut the

autumn of ISM.
The publication of this work will be continued

by the subscribers ; and in due time ihey will pub¬
lish in the several St-ilea a complete lut ofagents,
who will be prepared lo furnish copies promptly
III every part of the Union.

1 liat t lie author may have ample time to prepare
his work according to his views of completeness ;
that the publishers may be enabled to issue the
numbers with promptness and ni stated periods
thereby protecting the imprest of their ngents, the'
following arrangement is announced in the full
confidence that it will prove ^ cepiable to all, viz-
To stereotype the next six numbers, making ten
in all, thus completing the first volume brfort aw
oto>r art published.

The numbers will then be issued monthly, with
out interruption, to the end. Those who prefer
the volume bound will be accommodated without
extra charge for binding ; and the numbers alrea.lv
published, from one to four, will be taken in part
pay, il not injured, at their full cost to subscribers.

In announcing this unavoidable delay for a few
mouths, the publishers are not namindful ol the
earnest desire of many speedily to possess the
work. The necessity of accommodating the au¬
thor, whose labors are incessant, will appear ob¬
vious to all without particular explanation

DAYTON Jr. WENTWORTH,
Publishers, Washington st., Boston.

Mar 10.if*

CLOTHI NC.

A ComnllmtnUry Citril »ml lin linilou In
thf I'ubllr.

44Air,,Kf' 1 HAVE EAHNEI) ONE HUNYV DRED DOLLARS OF MY OWN
MONEY, I will trade on one hundred dollar*,nnd when I have earned one thousand dollar*.
I will trade upon one thousand dollar*, and
ho increase my business and capital in propor¬tion." I will never take credit or give my own
promise to pay notes, l>ut will pay cash for all mygood* when purchased. I will keep down my ex¬

penses, and will not pay high, enormously high
rent*, nor live aliove my iM-ome and will deal
fairly with all men. Maxims lite these and for¬
mer experience in the wholesale and retail manu¬
facturing, as well n* the import and export trades
during these last five and twenty yearn, have en¬
abled GEORGE' P. FOX. U. S. A., IT 8. N., T*ilor,
and I'lnventeur des Modes, to progressively ri»e
from the hnmhle rank of selling one vest pattern
in Wall street a fww years ago. to be the present
sole^lroprietorol the More (V.r> feet front by 10ft feel
deep) opi>osite Pearl street, NO 321 RROAl>-
WAY.

It is also equally true that with nionev, cash in
hand. FOX.OEOROK P. FOX.has, during the
past few months, made extensive purchases, ,at
ruinonsly low prires, of fine
CLOTHS, FAftlllONAIM.IC VKKTIKON,

(AHMIMKRK*,
and oilier articles connected with the TailoringBusiness, on importation, and from rrspcctahk'city merchants, who are in want of discounted
money at any price or Ions, owing to an over¬
stocked market and the circntn*ian',c* of hard
limes, (A. L). J!s54 )

FOX.GEORGE P. FOX.while moat thankful
lo the public lor the litx-rnl patronage received,
utill maintain* In* reputation lor at all tune* sell
ing the rnont fa*hionalde of Cuatom, Pattern, ami
Correct Filling,

ttRADV MADC flAHMKNTR,lire**, Frock Coata, Overcoat*, Veat*, 1'antaloon*,Oloth«, Ca**imere*, Velvet Ve*ting«, Arc .&<.., and
i* determined not to I* outdone in Morality of
dealing, nor undersold by the lea*t nor the biggesthoti*e in the trade. He ta al*o equally determined,to the l<ent of hia ability, to employ f» mentoriou*
tailoring r!a»* of Journeymen Tailor* ; and other*
who are snffering dreadful privation* for wont of
employment, and therefore offers, on and alterthi* date, until ihe beginning of the year lhf>5, the
resources of hi* magnificent Tailoring Establish¬
ment, freo of profit on the coat of all hia goods,combined with hi* own gratuitous services, to hi*
Iriend* and the public, to be codsidered o* n aorl

?re*ent
.IDAV OR NEW YEAR'S GIFT I

exampleizing wealthy gentlemen, United Slate*l>epartment*, the Executive, Officer* of tlie Armyand Navy, l'ankera, Foreigner*, Citizen*, the pre*imperative duty of aolvent tradeanien and
merchant* to employ their l'ellow-mtli, aid anil
a**i*t the inauguration ol a lietter state of trade
all over the world from Ihe commencement of the
New Year, one thousand eight hundred and lifty-live. I am, fellow-ciliaena, (representing one ol
the link* of Commerce.) your* truly, ever gratHuland obliged.

GEORGE P. FOX,
. United Slate* htmdtr of Ftuktow*,

llfoilyuartnn, A'«. iWI Itroodterry ^

ol pre*en
HUM

g m. GEORGE P. FOX.I.. ». .«>" " ¦

Dae. 1

APIHB~»IT1T OF C I.<mi K*. CeMIe
men wishing to provide them*elve* with n

Inalnonable ailit of (Clothe*, at moderate price*,will find every variety of style and ipiaility nt dieestablishment of
WALL Ac STEV


